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The definitive history of the Montreal Expos by the definitive Expos fan, the New York Times

bestselling sportswriter and Grantland columnist Jonah Keri. Â Â Â Â Â 2014 is the 20th anniversary

of the strike that killed baseball in Montreal, and the 10th anniversary of the team's move to

Washington, DC. But the memories aren't dead--not by a long shot. The Expos pinwheel cap is still

sported by Montrealers, former fans, and by many more in the US and Canada as a fashion item.

Every year there are rumours that Montreal--as North America's largest market without a baseball

team--could host Major League Baseball again.Â Â Â Â  There has never been a major

English-language book on the entire franchise history. There also hasn't been a sportswriter as

uniquely qualified to tell the whole story, and to make it appeal to baseball fans across Canada AND

south of the border. Jonah Keri writes the chief baseball column for Grantland, and routinely makes

appearances in Canadian media such as The Jeff Blair Show, Prime Time Sports and Off the

Record. The author of the New York Times baseball bestseller The Extra 2% (Ballantine/ESPN

Books), Keri is one of the new generation of high-profile sports writers equally facile with

sabermetrics and traditional baseball reporting. He has interviewed everyone for this book and fans

can expect to hear from just about every player and personality from the Expos' unforgettable 35

years in baseball.
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The Montreal Expos provided many interesting stories during their 36 years of existence, both on

and off the field. Sportswriter Jonah Keri, who was also a fan of the team, covers their history in this

fun-to-read account of the franchise.Starting with the scramble to obtain players and a suitable



stadium for the inaugural 1969 season, Keri captures the adventures and misadventures of the

franchise with humor, knowledge and the viewpoint that a devoted fan provides, which was

surprisingly objective as well.The objectivity comes mainly from describing the many business

decisions that resulted in star players leaving. One example is when after the team compiled the

best record in the 1994 season in which the World Series was not played due to a playerâ€™s

strike, the ownership group ordered general manager Kevin Malone to dump four of the teamâ€™s

highest paid players in one week. Keriâ€™s account of that fire sale did not read like a disgruntled

fan â€“ while criticizing the move, he did note that it did achieve the short term goals, but that it was

just that â€“ â€œa short-sighted glimpse of the situation.â€•His accounts of the eventual ownership by

Major League Baseball and his criticism of an ownership group that would not contribute the

required money to keep the operations going that resulted in one man (Jeffrey Loria) obtaining 93%

of the team was also surprisingly objective for someone who was a fan of the team. Other business

matters such as losing broadcasting rights to the southern Ontario market and only online

broadcasting in the early 2000â€™s were covered in the same manner.This doesnâ€™t mean that

Keri only wrote about the front office.
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